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imagination. He had a cold and sore throat, the latter of which
occasioned a constant contraction of the muscles of the thorax,
making him appear as if in momentary danger of a fit. His
manner struck me as not pleasing, but it was not assuming,
unembarrassed, yet not easy, unpolished, yet not coarse; there
was no kind of usurpation of the conversation, no tenacity as to
opinion or facts, no assumption of superiority, but the variety
and extent of his information were soon apparent, for whatever
subject was touched upon he evinced the utmost familiarity
with it; quotation, illustration, anecdote, seemed ready in his
hands for every topic. Primogeniture in this country, in others,
and particularly in ancient Rome, was the principal topic, I
think, but Macaulay was not certain what was the law of Rome,
except that when a man died intestate his estate was divided
between his children. After dinner Talleyrand and Madame de
Dino came in. Macaulay was introduced to Talleyrand, who told
him that he meant to go to the House of Commons on Tuesday,
and that he hopes he would speak, 'qu'il avait entendu tons les
grands orateurs, et il desirait a present entendre Monsieur
Macaulay/
Melbourne was a frequent visitor at Holland House, and his
conversation, as reported by Greville, is incredibly cultivated.
Take this as a sample, on September 7, 1834: 'Allen spoke of
the early reformers, the Catharists, and how the early Christians
persecuted each other; Melbourne quoted Vigilanius's letter to
Jerome, and then asked Allen about the nth of Henry IV, an
Act passed by the Commons against the Church, and referred to
the dialogue between the Archbishop of Canterbury and the
Bishop of Ely at the beginning of Shakespeare's Henry V, which
Lord Holland sent for and read, Melbourne knowing it all by
heart and prompting all the time.*
Creevey, who had tendencies to Radicalism, sometimes turned
against the Hollands. On one occasion, during a quarrel about
Fox's epitaph, he wrote: *As for the wretched dirt and mean-
ness of Holland House, it makes me perfectly sick* (July
24, 1820). But on another occasion his impression was quite
different: 'never was so much struck with the agreeableness of
Lord Holland. I don't suppose there is any Englishman living
who covers so much ground as he does—biographical, historical,
and anecdotical* (November 23, 1833). Intermediate in sentiment
is a third entry: *I dined with Madagascar [nickname for Lady

